[A midwife involved in patients with puerperal fever in three different hospitals].
In three hospitals three women aged 34, 33 and 25 years respectively, developed fever following delivery; in two of them a beta-haemolytic streptococcus of Lancefield group A (GAS) was cultured. Between the time of transmission of the infective agent of the first and the third patients there was a period of ten days. Because the intervals between the emergence of cases were relatively long, the suspicion of a common vector, i.e. the midwife, was raised only after some time. The midwife who had been present at all three deliveries turned out to be negative for GAS carriership on three occasions. However, cultures taken from her son and partner were positive for GAS carriership. A number of typing systems were unable to distinguish the GAS-isolates from the first two patients and from the son. After the midwife and her family members had been treated, no new cases occurred. This case illustrates the importance of keeping midwives as well as the department of public health informed of a rise in the number of cases of puerperal fever, whether the cases involve more than one hospital or not, in order to prevent a potential epidemic. Only then can a common source be looked for and the epidemic contained.